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ONE OF THREE LUMBER
Rossman Mill and Lumber company started in business in Wilmington in 

1923. It now has three lumber yards totaling 14 acres. The above central yard 
is located «t Bayview and B in Wilmington. Press Photo

Rossman Mill and Lumber 
Services Individuals, Firms

Startlng on a small 100 by 
 l50 ft. lot in 1923 with a $25,- 

000 investment, Rossman Mill 
& Lumber co., ltd. now owns 
three lumber yards totaling 14 
acres located at 200 Bay View 
aVe., Wilmington, 21st and 
Mesa, San Pedro, and 6980 
Cherry ave., Long Beach.

The firm's present invest­ 
ment now approaches the one 
million dollar mark, Frode Kil- 

fte, president of the com­ 
any stated.

From Top to Bottom
The company furnishes every 

type of building material from 
the foundation to the roof, Kil- 
ttofte said. While the central 
yard Is located in Wilmington, 
each of the yards provides a 
complete stock of supplies and 
 ervices.

Rockman Mill and Lumber
wiandles anything from small

Individual do-it-yourself orders
to large industrial orders, Kil­
stofte explained.

The company particularly en­ 
courages do-it-yourself activi­ 
ties.

As an example of the type of 
large-scale orders the firm is 
asked to fill, Kilstofte cited a 
recent order for 200,000 tomato

« takes for one of the largest 
outhern California growers; 

supplies for as many as 200 
tract homes; and providing lum­ 
ber used to ship an entire can­ 
ning factory to Samoa.

Most of the lumber used by 
the firm comes by boat from 
Oregon, Washington and Can-

"As far as we're concerned,
there is a great building boom
iow," Kilstofte stated. "We're
oing more business than

evrr."
diving factual background to 

this claim are the company's 
figures. In 1946 the company

did a $1,450,000 business; 1951. 
the volume went up to $2,670,- 
000; by 1955 the volume exceed­ 
ed $8 million.

The firm which started as a 
partnership including I. J. Ross­ 
man, E. J. Rossman, and Frode 
Kilstofte plus one employee in 
1923 has five officers and 180 
employers, 60 of whom are 
sales and office employees. 

Bonus Check*
The sales and office staff re­ 

cently received profit-sharing 
bonus checks amounting to 80 
per cent of the personnel's base 
salaries with 30 per cent of tfie 
net profit making up the em­ 
ployee participation plan.

Present officers of the firm 
include: Frode Kilstofte, presi­ 
dent; Frank R. Hill, vice presi­ 
dent, treasurer and general 
manager; A. L. Batchelder, sec­ 
retary; M. F. O'Sullivan and 
Eugene W. Kellog, assistant 
secretaries.

The firm was known original­ 
ly as Rossman Brothers co. The 
partners Incorporated before 
the end of the year (1923). In 
1927 I. J. Rossman sold his' 
stock to E. J. Rossman and Kil­ 
stofte, .

In the meantime a second 
yard was started in San Pedro 
In 1925 and the first yard was 
subsequently moved from the 
G and Lagune location to the 
present location at Bayviewand 
B in Wilmington.

The firm's name was changed 
to Rossman Mill and Lumber 
co., ltd. in 1930. In 1932 the third 
branch was opened in Long 
Beach.

Rossman finally sold all his 
stock to Kilstofte in 1944.

The Long Beach yard, in the 
meantime, was moved from MR 
original location to its present 'merce.

California Bank 
Resources Told

California bank's resources 
totaled $859,502,049, , on April 
10, an increase of more than 
$116,000,000 during the pre­ 
ceding 12-month period A. O. 
Otsea, vice president, Torrance 
office said today in reviewing 
the bank's Statement of Condi­ 
tion for that date.

Deposits Increased $115,681,- 
046, totaling -$792,294,196, on 
April 10 wilh demand and sav­ 
ings deposits gaining approxi­ 
mately $75,000,000 and $34,- 
000,000 respectively. Loans 
amounted to $367,618,411.

Capital funds of $53.609,394 
consisted of capital $17.913,875, 
surplus $25,586,125, and un­ 
divided profits $10,109,394.

 

TRAINING SESSION
Oliver Rapier, 46914 Fay- 

Smith, Torrance, group service 
representative for Occidental 
Life Insurance company of Cali­ 
fornia, is scheduled to attend 
the company's 1956 advance 
group training session April 23- 
27 in Los Angeles, Vice-Presi- 
dent Herbert D. Eagle an­ 
nounced in Los Angeles today.

10-acre location, making it, the 
largest of the three lots. 

Clvio-Mlnded
Kilstofte who has lived in 

this area the last 33 years, is 
active in many civic and charit­ 
able functions. He is chairman 
of Camp Mo/umdor (YMCA); 
vice chairman of the YMCA 
camp branch board in Los An­ 
geles; member of the Wilming­ 
ton board of directors (YMCA); 
trustee of the Calvary Presby­ 
terian church; member of the 
Harbor area Community Chest 
board; member of the Lions 
club; and on the board of direc­ 
tors of the Chamber of Com-

LINCOLN
The longest, lowest, most powerful Lincoln of all time

The car that speaks as well of you as you \vill speak of it
Of the many pleasures of owning Lincoln, none is more 
satisfying than what this totally new car says about you.

For here is the fine car that says you have a feeling for 
trend-setting style   that you admire the sweep of clean- 
flowing lines ... the scant five feet of lowness ... the sleek 
new length that is so unmistakably Lincoln. And, as so 
many others now turn to this Lincoln   making it the most 
squght-after of all time   this superb new car says 'that 
your judgment is of the kind others follow.

This Lincoln says that your heart lifts to spirited per­ 
formance   the kind that comes from teaming 285 high- 
torque horsepower with Lincoln's incomparably smooth

Turbo-Drive. And yet it also says that you expect such great 
power to be beautifully balanced with comfort to soothe you, 
stability to ease your mind, and a feel of the wheel to put 
you completely in control.

There's so much more that Lincoln says   and so much 
you will say. But why not let this new fine car speak for itself?

Stop in tomorrow   or today if you can   and slip into 
the driver's seat. Make your own appraisal of this Lincoln 
that's so long   and so longed-for!

LINCOLN
Unmistakably .. . the finest in the fine car field

LINCOLN
TORRANCE MOTORS

1885 Torrance Blvd. FA. 8-3065
MERCURY

THE WORLD'S
YOUNGEST LINCOLN

RCURY
aena

A Personal Message from Dick Wo/bergfi
Yes, we are a young organization, therefore our future lies ahead of us. We fully 
realize that we can only succeed if we give our customers 100% satisfaction so 
that we can build a solid foundation with good customer referrals year in and 
year out. Our overhead is at the lowest and our service is the best. Come and 
visit us and you'll be glad you did. "We can't be beat."

JOHN MANNING 
Central Manager

DICK WALBERGH 
Owner DOWNTOWN TORRANCE

TORRANCE LINCOLN-MERCURY OIL A . ;;L.S 
  !   Manager  

1885 TORRANCE BLVD. OPEN NIGHTS - CLOSED SUNDAYS FA. 8-3065


